
2nd Updated bird checklist Curaçao, September 8, 20231

2nd Updated bird 
checklist Curaçao 
September 8, 2023

Bird Watching CuraçaoBird Watching Curaçao



2nd Updated bird checklist Curaçao, September 8, 2023 2

Colofon
This checklist is produced by Bird Watching 
Curaçao, a group of bird watchers on the island of 
Curaçao dedicated to bird monitoring, education and 
information. 

This list has been produced to assist visiting birders 
and local birders with an updated bird checklist of the 
island including both breeding birds, migratory birds 
and incidental bird visitors recorded.  
The list includes scientific names and names in 
English and Dutch and is based on historical records 
combined with new records collected on ebird.org.

Date: September 8th 2023

Editor: Michelle Pors-da Costa Gomez

Photo’s and lay-out: Michelle Pors-da Costa Gomez,  
©Bird Watching Curaçao



2nd Updated bird checklist Curaçao, September 8, 20233

Changes in this second edition
The first bird checklist for birding purposes was produced by the Bird Watching Curaçao team in 
May 2022. Since then this document was downloaded from our website over 600 times. 

Local birders on the island are on the lookout for new observations almost every day and continue 
to find new visitors almost every year. In the months since publishing the first edition of the bird 
checklist of Curaçao 3 new species have been added, of which one is a first wanderer from South 
America; The Pied Lapwing.  

The other 3 species of ‘new’ birds on the list are Agapornis parrots, most likely to be escapees 
seen wandering in the wild. Often the fate of these brightly coloured birds are grim, as they can 
easily be grabbed by local birds of prey such as the American kestrel. 

Besides additions to the list, one species was removed from the bird list of the island based on 
reviews from birding experts. That is why the Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) is 
no longer on the species list. 

There are also numerous changes in scientific names of certain birds based on ongoing 
discussions and research by ornithologists in which DNA results provide new insights. One of 
the most conspicuous is the change of the scientific name of the local Crested Caracara back to 
Caracara plancus after it was changed from plancus to Caracara cheriway a couple of years ago. 

These are the birds with an updated scientific name:
• Orinoco goose - Oressochen jubatus
• Blue-winged teal - Spatula discors
• Green winged teal - Anas crecca
• Leach’s Storm-Petrel - Hydrobates leucorhous
• Neotropic Cormorant - Nannopterum brasilianum
• Crested Caracara - Caracara plancus
• Yellow-headed Caracara - Daptrius chimachima
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Curaçao updated bird species checklist
September 8, 2023

Breeding birds
Migratory birds
Incidental sightings
Year round non breeding
Released/escaped

Nederlandse naam English name Scientific names

Watervogels Waterfowl
Witwangfluiteend White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Zwartbuikfluiteend Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis
Comb Duck Comb Duck Sarkidiornis sylvicola
Orinocogans Orinoco Goose Oressochen jubatus
Nijlgans Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
Tamme Muskuseend Muscovy Duck (Domestic type) Cairina moschata
Blauwvleugeltaling Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors
Slobeend Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata
Krakeend Gadwall Mareca strepera
Amerikaanse Smient American Wigeon Mareca americana 
Muskuseend x Wilde Eend 
(hybridisch)

Muscovy Duck x Mallard (hybrid)

Bahamapijlstaart White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis
Wintertaling Green-winged Teal Anas crecca
Ringsnaveleend Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
Kleine Topper Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis
Buffelkopeend Bufflehead Bucephala albeola
Maskerstekelstaart Masked Duck Nomonyx dominicus

Hoenders, Kwartels en  
aanverwanten

Grouse, Quail, and Allies

Kuifbobwhite Crested Bobwhite Colinus cristatus
Tamme Blauwe Pauw Indian Peafowl (Domestic type) Pavo cristatus (Domestic 

type)
Bankivahoen Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus
Tamme Bankivahoen Red Junglefowl (Domestic type) Gallus gallus (Domestic 

type)
Fazant Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Flamingo's Flamingos
Caribische Flamingo American Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber
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Futen Grebes
Amerikaanse Dodaars Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus
Dikbekfuut Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps

Duiven Pigeons and Doves
Rotsduif Rock Pigeon Columba livia
Roodhalsduif Scaly-naped Pigeon Patagioenas squamosa
Naaktoogduif Bare-eyed Pigeon Patagioenas corensis
Musduif Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina
Verreaux' Duif White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Geoorde Treurduif Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Koekoes Cuckoos
Guirakoekoek Guira Cuckoo Guira guira
Grote Ani Greater Ani Crotophaga major
Kleine Ani Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
Groefsnavelani Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris
Geelsnavelkoekoek Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus
Mangrovekoekoek Mangrove Cuckoo Coccyzus minor
Grijskopkoekoek Gray-capped Cuckoo Coccyzus lansbergi

Nachtzwaluwen Nightjars
Texasnachtzwaluw Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis
Amerikaanse  
nachtzwaluw

Common Nighthawk Chordeilles minor

Antilliaanse Nachtzwaluw Antillean Nighthawk Chordeiles gundlachii
Witstaartnachtzwaluw White-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis cayennensis
Chuck Will's Widow Chuck-will's-widow Antrostomus carolinensis

Gierzwaluwen Swifts
Zwarte Gierzwaluw Black Swift Cypseloides niger
Schoorsteengierzwaluw Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
Chapmans Gierzwaluw Chapman's Swift Chaetura chapmani

i
Kolibries Hummingbirds
Witnekkolibrie White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
Roodborstheremietkolibrie Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsutus
Muskietkolibrie Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus
Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus

Rallen, Koeten en aanver-
wanten

Rails, Gallinules, and Allies

Soraral Sora Porzana carolina
Amerikaans Waterhoen Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata
Amerikaanse Meerkoet American Coot Fulica americana
Amerikaans Purperhoen Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus
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Steltlopers Shorebirds
Caribische Griel Double-striped Thick-knee Burhinus bistriatus
Amerikaanse Steltkluut Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
Amerikaanse Bonte 
Scholekster

American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus

Zilverplevier Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Amerikaanse Goudplevier American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica
Cayenne Kievit Pied Lapwing Vanellus cayanus
Chileense Kievit Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis
Kraagplevier Collared Plover Charadrius collaris
Amerikaanse Strandplevier Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus
Dikbekplevier Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia
Amerikaanse Bontbekplevier Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus
Killdeerplevier Killdeer Charadrius vociferus
Leljacana Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana
Bartrams Ruiter Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda
Regenwulp Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Rode Grutto Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica
Steenloper Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Kanoet Red Knot Calidris canutus
Kemphaan Ruff Calidris pugnax
Steltstrandloper Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus
Drieteenstrandloper Sanderling Calidris alba
Bonte Strandloper Dunlin Calidris alpina
Bairds Strandloper Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii
Kleinste Strandloper Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla
Bonapartes Strandloper White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
Blonde Ruiter Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis
Gestreepte Strandloper Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
Grijze Strandloper Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla
Alaskastrandloper Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri
Kleine Grijze Snip Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus
Grote Grijze Snip Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus  

scolopaceus
Amerikaanse Watersnip Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata
Grote Franjepoot Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor
Grauwe Franjepoot Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
Amerikaanse Oeverloper Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius
Amerikaanse Bosruiter Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria
Grote Geelpootruiter Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca
Willet Willet Tringa semipalmata
Kleine Geelpootruiter Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes

Jagers Skuas and Jaegers
Grote Jager Great Skua Stercorarius skua
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Middelste Jager Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus
Kleine Jager Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus
Kleinste Jager Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus

Meeuwen, Sterns en  
Schaarbekken

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers

Kleine Kokmeeuw Bonaparte's Gull Chroicocephalus philadel-
phia

Lachmeeuw Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla
Zilvermeeuw Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Kleine mantelmeeuw Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Noddy Brown Noddy Anous stolidus
Witkapnoddy Black Noddy Anous minutus
Bonte Stern Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus
Brilstern Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus
Amerikaanse Dwergstern Least Tern Sternula antillarum
Lachstern Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
Reuzenstern Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia
Zwarte Stern Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Dougalls Stern Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii
Visdief Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Koningsstern Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus
Grote Stern Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis
Amerikaanse Schaarbek Black Skimmer Rynchops niger

Keerkringvogels Tropicbirds
Witstaartkeerkringvogel White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus
Roodsnavelkeerkringvogel Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus

Stormvogeltjes Storm-Petrels
Wilsons Stormvogeltje Wilson's Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus
Vaal Stormvogeltje Leach's Storm-Petrel Hydrobates leucorhous

Stormvogels en Pijlstorm-
vogels

Petrels, Shearwaters, and  
Diving-Petrels

Zwartkapstormvogel Black-capped Petrel Pterodroma hasitata
Bulwers Stormvogel Bulwer's Petrel Bulweria bulwerii
Noordse Pijlstormvogel Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus
Audubons Pijlstormvogel Audubon's Shearwater Puffinus lherminieri

Fregatvogels en Genten Frigatebirds, Boobies, and  
Gannets

Amerikaanse Fregatvogel Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens
Maskergent Masked Booby Sula dactylatra
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Bruine Gent Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
Roodpootgent Red-footed Booby Sula sula

Aalscholvers en  
Slangehalsvogels

Cormorants and Anhingas

Bigua-aalscholver Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum

Pelikanen Pelicans
Bruine Pelikaan Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis

Reigers, Ibissen en  
aanverwanten

Herons, Ibis, and Allies

Amerikaanse Woudaap Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis
Amerikaanse Blauwe Reiger Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias
Sokoireiger Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi
Grote Zilverreiger Great Egret Ardea alba
Amerikaanse Kleine Zilver-
reiger

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Kleine Blauwe Reiger Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea
Witbuikreiger Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor
Roodhalsreiger Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens
Koereiger Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Groene Reiger Green Heron Butorides virescens
Mangrovereiger Striated Heron Butorides striata
Fluitreiger Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix
Kwak Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Geelkruinkwak Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea
Witte Ibis White Ibis Eudocimus albus
Rode Ibis Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber
Witte Ibis x Rode Ibis  
(hybridisch)

White x Scarlet Ibis (hybrid)

Zwarte Ibis Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Rode Lepelaar Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

Gieren, Arenden, Buizerds, 
Haviken en aanverwanten

Vultures, Hawks, and Allies

Zwarte Gier Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
Roodkopgier Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
Visarend Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Zwaluwstaartwouw Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Buffons Kiekendief Long-winged Harrier Circus buffoni
Amerikaanse Blauwe Kiek-
endief

Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius

Witstaartbuizerd White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus  
albicaudatus
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Uilen Owls
Kerkuil Barn Owl Tyto alba bargei

IJsvogels Kingfishers
Amerikaanse Reuzenijsvogel Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
Bandijsvogel Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon
Amazoneijsvogel Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Groene Dwergijsvogel American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea

Baardvogels en Toekans Barbets and Toucans
Groene Arassari Green Aracari Pteroglossus viridis
Groefsnaveltoekan Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus

Spechten Woodpeckers
Geelbuiksapspecht Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius

Valken en Caracaras Falcons and Caracaras
Noordelijke Kuifcaracara Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
Geelkopcaracara Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
Amerikaanse Torenvalk American Kestrel Falco sparverius
Smelleken Merlin Falco columbarius
Aplomadovalk Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis
Slechtvalk Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

Papegaaien, Parkieten en 
aanverwanten

Parrots, Parakeets, and Allies

Halsbandparkiet Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Pruimkopparkiet Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala
Grasparkiet Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus
Tamme Grasparkiet Budgerigar (Domestic type)
Roodhalsregenbooglori Red-collared Lorikeet Trichoglossus rubritorquis
Perzikkopagapornis Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis
Fischers agapornis Fischer’s Lovebird Agapornis fischeri
Zwartmaskeragapornis Yellow-collared Lovebird Agapornis personatus
Bronsvleugelmargrietje Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus
Geelwangamazone Red-lored Parrot Amazona autumnalis
Geelvoorhoofdamazone Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala
Geelvleugelamazone Yellow-shouldered Parrot Amazona barbadensis
Oranjevleugelamazone Orange-winged Parrot Amazona amazonica
Groene Muspapegaai Green-rumped Parrotlet Forpus passerinus
Kraagpapegaai Red-fan Parrot Deroptyus accipitrinus
Maïsparkiet Brown-throated Parakeet Eupsittula pertinax  

pertinax
Zonparkiet Sun Parakeet Aratinga solstitialis
Blauw-gele Ara Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna
Dwergara Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus
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Groenvleugelara Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus
Blauwkoparatinga Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus  

acuticaudatus
Waglers Aratinga Scarlet-fronted Parakeet Psittacara wagleri
Witoogaratinga White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara  

leucophthalmus

Tirannen: Tyrant Flycatchers: Elaenias, 
Tyrannulets, and Allies

Lesser Elaenia Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis
Witbuikelenia Caribbean Elaenia Elaenia martinica

Tirannen: Tyrant Flycatchers: Pewees, 
Kingbirds, and Allies

Oostelijke Bospiewie Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens
Salvins Vliegenpikker Northern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus arenarum
Rode Tiran Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Bonte Watertiran Pied Water-Tyrant Fluvicola pica
Cayennetiran Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus
Veetiran Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa
Grote Kiskadie Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus
Bonte Tiran Variegated Flycatcher Empidonomus varius
Uruguay tiran Crowned Slaty flycatcher Empidonomus  

aurantioatrocristatus
Tropische Koningstiran Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Koningstiran Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus
Grijze Koningstiran Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis
Vorkstaartkoningstiran Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana

Vireo's Vireos
Geelborstvireo Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons
Philadelphiavireo Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus
Roodoogvireo Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus
Chivi Vireo Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi
Baardvireo Black-whiskered Vireo Vireo altiloquus

Gaaien, Eksters, Kraaien 
en Raven

Jays, Magpies, Crows, and Ra-
vens

Huiskraai House Crow Corvus splendens

Zwaluwen Martins and Swallows
Zuid-Amerikaanse Ruwvleu-
gelzwaluw

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Purperzwaluw Purple Martin Progne subis
Cubaanse Purperzwaluw Cuban Martin Progne cryptoleuca
Caribische Purperzwaluw Caribbean Martin Progne dominicensis
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Cubaanse Purperzwaluw/
Caribische Purperzwaluw/
Sinaloapurperzwaluw

Cuban/Caribbean/Sinaloa Martin 
(Snowy-bellied Martin)

Bruinborstzwaluw Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera
Witbuikzwaluw White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer
Witstuitzwaluw White-rumped swallow Tachycinetaleucorrhoa
Chileense Zwaluw Chilean Swallow Tachycineta leucopyga
Oeverzwaluw Bank Swallow Riparia riparia
Boerenzwaluw Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Amerikaanse Klifzwaluw Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Holenzwaluw Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva

Spreeuwen en Glans-
spreeuwen

Starlings and Mynas

Grote Beo Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa

Spotlijsters Catbirds, Mockingbirds, and 
Thrashers

Witoogspotlijster Pearly-eyed Thrasher Margarops fuscatus
Rosse Spotlijster Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum
Tropische Spotlijster Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus

Lijsters Thrushes
Veery Veery Catharus fuscescens
Grijswangdwerglijster Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus
Dwerglijster Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus
Amerikaanse Boslijster Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

Vliegenvangers van de 
Oude Wereld

Old World Flycatchers

Tapuit Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Mussen van de Oude 
Wereld

Old World Sparrows

Huismus House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Gorzen van de Nieuwe 
Wereld

New World Sparrows

Sprinkhaangors Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savan-
narum

Roodkraaggors Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis

Troepialen en  
Epauletspreeuwen

Blackbirds

Bobolink Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Tuintroepiaal Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius
Oranje Troepiaal Venezuelan Troupial Icterus icterus
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Gele Troepiaal Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis
Baltimoretroepiaal Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula
Glanskoevogel Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis
Langstaarttroepiaal Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus
Caribische Troepiaal Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris
Geelkaptroepiaal Yellow-hooded Blackbird Chrysomus icterocepha-

lus
Amerikaanse zangers Wood-Warblers
Ovenvogel Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla
Louisianawaterlijster Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla
Noordse Waterlijster Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis
Bonte Zanger Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia
Citroenzanger Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea
Tennesseezanger Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina
Connecticutzanger Connecticut Warbler Oporornis agilis
Grijskopzanger Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia
Kentuckyzanger Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa
Gewone Maskerzanger Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas
Monnikszanger Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina
Amerikaanse Roodstaart American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla
Tijgerzanger Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina
Brilparulazanger Northern Parula Setophaga americana
Magnoliazanger Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia
Kastanjezanger Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea
Sparrenzanger Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca
Gele Zanger Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia
Roestflankzanger Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica
Zwartkopzanger Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata
Palmzanger Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum
Geelstuitzanger Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata
Prairiezanger Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor
Gele Zwartkeelzanger Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens

Kardinalen, Dikbekken en 
aanverwanten

Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies

Zomertangare Summer Tanager Piranga rubra
Zwartvleugeltangare Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea
Roodborstkardinaal Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
Zwartkopkardinaal Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanoceph-

alus
Blauwe Bisschop Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea
Indigogors Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea
Dickcissel Dickcissel Spiza americana

Tangaren Tanagers and Allies
Zwaluwtangare Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis
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Blauwe Suikervogel Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus
Gewone Saffraangors Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola
Jacarinagors Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Witsterdikbekje Lined Seedeater Sporophila lineola
Geelbuikdikbekje Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
Suikerdiefje Bananaquit Coereba flaveola
Maskergrondvink Black-faced Grassquit Melanospiza bicolor
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